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DATE: 


SUBJECT: Stiltsville 


July 13, 1992 



FROM: Margot Ammidown 

Acting Director 





Stiltsville, a cluster of fishing shacks perched on pilings, is 
located on the mudflats where Biscayne Bay meets the ocean. An 
undocumented reference states that the first shack was built in 1935 
by a recluse whose name is not known. During the 1950s many wealthy 
and prominent people began building in Stiltsville and the number of 
structures climbed to approximately twenty. U.S. Congressman Bill 
Lantoff and Dade County Circuit Court Judge Frank Knuck were two 
prestigious owners. The State Internal Improvement Board leased the 
baybottom to owners for a five year period for approximately $100 - 
$150 dollars per year. The leasee’s paid no property taxes and did 
not adhere to any building codes. (1965 Miami Herald reference). 

Stiltsville was virtually unknown until 1962 when a bar, the Bikini 
Club, opened in an old yacht in the area and received attention from 
the press. The bar’s owner was arrested for selling liquor without a 
license. By the mid 1960s the Internal Improvement board was 
receiving numerous complaints that the shacks were an eyesore and 
that they were an environmental intrusion. The Board threatened to 
stop extending the leases and clean up the bay. However, in 
September of 1965 Hurricane Betsy crashed down on Stiltsville, 
destroying most of the renegade fishing village. After the hurricane 
Dade County imposed rigid restrictions on buildings in Stiltsville. 
By 1967 new structures had appeared in Stiltsville raising the number 
to fifteen. 

Stiltsville is currently located in Biscayne National Park. The 
leases revert to the federal government in 1999 at which time the 
current intent is to demolish them. 

The majority of the structures in Stiltsville were built after 1965 
and do not meet our fifty year criteria. Also, Dade County does not 
have jurisdiction over federal land. It would therefore not be 
within the authority of the Board to designate them. However, the 
Board could request that the National Park Service review Stiltsville 
by making a case for exceptional merit. In addition, there are a 
number of environmental concerns, as well as related safety issues, 
and without further documentation it is the opinion of staff that the 
architectural quality or historical associations are not sufficient 
to meet exceptional standards for Stiltsville as a whole. There is 
the possibility that there are one or more individual structures that 
would qualify. This will require an on site inspection and further 
documentation to determine. 
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Stlltsville Historic District 
Dade County, FLORIDA 

Reviewer's Comments 

Although all of the resources included in this proposed district are less than fifty years old, the 
nomination docs not make a case for the exceptional importance required for eligibility under 
Criterion Consideration 0. 

The Stiltsvillc community achieved a well-publicized image as a place to enjoy scmi-illicit 
recreational opportunities beginning in the 1930s and continuing into the post-war period, 
Although the Biscayne Hay Bikini Club continued that tradition into the proposed period of 
significance, the exceptional significance of these activities has not been demonstrated. In any 
case, there appears to be no connection between the existing structures and Stiltsville's years as a 
"hot spot.” 

The character of the community began to change following the damage caused by Hurricane 
Donna in i960 and the destruction of the Quarterdeck Club in 1961. Although the houses in 
Stiltsvillc were clearly valued ns recreational retreats from Miami’s urban bustle after 1960, there 
is no indication that this "watering hole for the rich" was exceptionally significant in the history 
of a city built on recreation. While the buildings demonstrate interesting adaptations to their 
unique location, many of these design elements appear to have been required by the building 
codes adopted alter Hurricane Betsy in 1965. 

In addition, there arc questions about the integrity of both the proposed district and its individual 
resources even from the proposed 1960-65 period of significance, The nomination gives no 
specific date of construction for most of the houses, indicating only that they were built "after 
Hurricane Betsy.” The Baldwin, Sessions, and Shaw House was converted from a fishing shack 
to a "weekend vacation home" in 1971. In addition, it is not clear how much original fabric 
survived Hurricane Andrew, which swept directly ovor the area in 1992, 

Stiltsvillc is now spread more thinly on the flats than it was, According to the nomination, 17 
houses were rebuilt after Hurricane Betsy. In 1973, these 17 houses were described as standing 
“fairly close together,... you might imagine it as a community.” The relationship of the seven 
remaining structures to each other now appears to be so tenuous that the area no longer has the 
cohesion necessary for a historic district. 


Marilyn M. Harper 
Historian 

National Register of Historic Places 
March 18,1999 
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Adapted for the 
PROPOSAL 

of Properties in Florida for 
Nomination to the National Register 
of Historic Places 


1. Name of Property 

historic name Stiltsville ___ 

other names_ FM$F Numfrg r 


2. Location 

street & numbe r N/A ___ 

city or tow n 1 Vi miles southwest of the s outhern tip of Key Biscavne_ 

state FLORIDA code FL countv Dade _code 


□ not for publication 


X vicinity 


zip code n/a 


3. Owner Awareness Statement ; 

As the owner, or official representative of the owner, of the property identified above, I am aware of this proposal for its 
nomination for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. I have been advised of the procedures for review of the 
proposal by the State Historic Preservation Office and the Florida National Register Review Board, and for the formal 
nomination of the property at the discretion of the State Historic Preservation Officer. I understand that I will be notified 
of the date and place of the public meeting at which the proposal will be considered by the Florida National Register 
Review Board, and that I will be given an opportunity to submit written comments and to appear in person in support of 

or opposition to the nomination of the property. At this time I_support_oppose — reserve opinion on this 

proposal. 


Signature of property owner or representative Date 

4. Legal Description of Property (according to county property appraiser's office) 

Attach continuation sheet if necessary 

From Biscayne bay Marker No. 20 N 25° 39.397’ east to a point; W 80° 09.915’ south to a point; N 25° 38.321' west to a 
point; W 80° 11.144' north to Marker No. 20, Biscayne Bay, Dade County, Florida 




















Stiltsville Historic District 

Name of property 


5. Classification 


Ownership of Property 

Category of Property 

Number of Resources within Property 

X private 

□ public-local 

□ public-State 

□ public-Federal 

□ building(s) 

X district 

Contributing 

7 

Noncontributing 

0_building(s) 


sites 

□ site 


structures 

□ structure 


objects 

□ object 

7 

0_total 


Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

_oZa_ _Q- 


6. Function or use _ 

Historic Functions Current Functions 

Agriculture/Subsistence: fishing site _ Domestic; ga mp, recreation, fishjn& 

Commerce/trade: restaurant _ Social: clubhouse- 

Domestic: camp, recreation, fishing - - 


Dade Cou ntv. Florida 

County and State 


7. Description ____ 

Architectural Classification Exterior Materials 

Other: Mid-Centurv wood frame vernacular _ foundation pilings: concrete, wood_ 

__ walls wood: plywood, wood shingles 


roof rolled asphalt, built-up. asphalt shingles 

wood shingles- 

other___ 


Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 
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SUMMARY: 

Stiltsville is a maritime historic resource district located within the northern bou n d ar ies of Biscayne National 
Park, roughly one mile south of Cape Florida. The Stiltsville Historic District encompasses seven buildings 
constructed on concrete pilings in shallow water, and predominately used for weekend recreation. This portion 
of submerged land in Biscayne Bay is leased as campsites from the State of Florida, and currently under 
management of the National Park Service. The leases are due to expire in 1999. 

The district is a fragile resource, susceptible to hurricanes, and other destructive weather conditions, vandalism, 
termites, and natural deterioration from the environment. Almost all of the buildings were rehabilitated after the 
hurricane of 1965, with one exception-Harden ‘A’ Frame-which was rehabilitated after the 1960 hurricane. 
Only buildings retaining 50% or more of their original structure were allowed to rehabilitate under the building 
codes of the Metro-Dade County Building and Zoning Department. All the buildings retain their original 
appearance, size and setting. 

The buildings and their structures that support them represent a recreational lifestyle that has existed since the 
early 1930s. The district is the site of longtime fishing, boating, and camping experiences enjoyed by many, 
including Governor LeRoy Collins, several cabinet members and other dignitaries, social and civic groups, 
public agencies, and professional organizations through the years. Stiltsville homes have been used in the 
movies, on T.V., and in the print media, as well as the focus of many writers for decades. 

SETTING: 

After the 1926 hurricane when the coast of Dade County was flooded from the hurricane tide and wind, the 
Army Corps of Engineers, who were in direct control of any construction in navigational water ways, and other 
concerned federal, state and local government agencies,, created what is known as the Safety Valve. This was 
to establish a policy of providing a means so that any water coming into South Biscayne Bay by hurricane tide 
would have a way to drain. The Safety Valve required that no permanent structures impeding the flow of water 
leaving Biscayne Bay would ever be built between the north shoal of the Biscayne Channel and south to 
Soldiers Key, a distance of about six miles. The lease sites are all on stilts; therefore not impeding the flow of 
water. 

The shoals, or mudflat under Stiltsville, is soft mud, partially covered with grass. The water is from one to 
three feet deep at low tide and the area has no useful purpose other than the use that the lessee's now enjoy. The 
general mudflat area is divided by several main navigational channels and is used extensively by many 
thousands of boat owners. All of the campsite lease holders use the area for general outdoor recreation purposes 
such as boating, water skiing, swimming, or fishing. These uses do not conflict with the intended proposes for 
creation of the Aquatic Preserve, which are biological, aesthetic, or scientific. 1 


‘ A Recommendation for the Proposed Aquatic P reserve A-12: Biscayne Bay. Cape Florida, to South 
Pfldf Cnuntv Line , unpublished manuscript prepared by the lease holders in the A-12 preserve area, n.d., p. 3. 
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The northernmost segment of Biscayne National Park does not contain any reefs or distinctive aquatic features. 
The Park contains the Biscayne Channel, a major deep-water thoroughfare providing boating access to and 
from Biscayne Bay to the ocean. It is the most frequently used channel south of Government Cut, and the only 
access channel before Government Cut. Many of the homes are on the Biscayne Channel. The original park 
boundaries did not include the Stiltsville area. The final park boundaries were subsequently altered to include 
the Stiltsville district in 1980. 

The buildings are permanently constructed, generally on concrete or green-heart (wood) pilings, at least ten feet 
above the high tide level. Most, if not all, were built after obtaining permits from the Army Corps of Engineers, 
and building permits from the Metro-Dade County Building and Zoning Department. The mudflat lands are 
leased from the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund. While the State of Florida has always renewed 
these leases in the past, owners are currently working with The National Park Service, who manages the area, to 
extend the leases. Historic designation has been the recommended route. 2 

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

A typical house in Stiltsville consists of a Wood Fr am e Vernacular building resting on a fou n dation of steel- 
reinforced concrete pilings, approximately nine to ten feet above the water, driven through the sandy marl of 
the flats and into the limestone below. The homes contain a dock at water level with stairs leading up to living 
quarters. The distance between the buildings is between 100 to 800 yards, accessible by boat though mid- to 
deep-water channels. Owners have equipped their houses with generators for electric power, cisterns for 
gathering and storage of rainwater, and sewage collection equipment to transport from the bay to a disposal 
facility. 

Presently, only seven buildings remain. They vary in size ranging from approximately 40 x 30 feet to 80 x 50 
feet. The houses reflect a vernacular construction style, with a mixture of some elements of Bungalow and 
Craftsman. Roofs are flat, gable, shed, and mansard, covered with either asphalt shingle, wood shingle, or built- 
up tar and roll. The houses include varying deck, attached sheds, and docks. The typical window is jalousie, 
sliding, and single hung; however, all the others are openings covered with Bahama-style shutters, storm 
shutters, and plywood. Most of the homes have a characteristic wrap-around deck that is used as a porch. 

The commonality between the buildings is that they all have a woof frame structural system, are on the water 
supported by pilings, and are the rehabilitated buildings that remained after Hurricane Betsy in 1965. In past 
years, some of the previous buildings were on barges that were grounded on the shallow mud flats. The pilings 
were added during the 1965 rehabilitation efforts to meet Metro-Dade building codes, and to obtain permitting 
form the Army Corps of Engineers. All the b uildin gs were updated and reinforced to withstand hurricane force 
winds. 

1. ‘A’ Frame House of StiltsviUe #2157 (See Photo 02 of 09) 

The Harden ‘A’ Frame House is an architecturally unique and unusual building. The building’s origins begin in 


2 Ibid, p. 1. 
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the mid-1950s with an abandoned solid Honduran mahogany house boat perched on a wooden barge. The 
Harden family, along with four other families, decided to restore the boat and use it as a weekend retreat. 
Unfortunately the house boat was destroyed in 1960 by Hurricane Donna. The current house was designed and 
built on the same site in 1961. .The building largely survived both hurricanes Betsy (1965) and Andrew (1992). 

This Wood Frame Vernacular building is a modest sized rectangular one-story home using five A-frames as a 
reinforced structural system. The top of the frames peak through the roof, and each leg pierces the building’s 
walls, runs through the deck, and are driven into the flats below. The distinctive A-frames serve to strengthen 
the building, creating a unique as well as functional design. 

The building rests on a post and beam dock supported by wood creosote pilings in a concrete sheathing. The 
exterior fabric includes 3/4 plywood with redwood siding. The flat roof has a slight slope to collect water, is 
constructed of 2 x 6 rafters and 3/4 sheathing, and covered by built-up tar. The open windows have steel blinds 
with storm shutters to protect the interior from the elements and va n da li sm, and are on all four facades. The 
interior has three bedrooms, a living room, and kitchen. The wrap around porch and wood railing allows views 
from all sides, and the double entrance door faces a marked channel. A storage shed with ‘Y’-shaped docks and 
boat slip completes the property. 

2. Hicks House #2159A (See Photo 03 of 09) 

The Hicks House is a good example of post World War II period Wood Frame Vernacular architecture. Located 
adjacent to and under the current building are twelve wooden pilings from the early 1940's, pre-dating the 
current concrete pilings of the 1960s. Originally constructed in 1947, the current building was rehabilitated 
after Hurricane Betsy in 1965 in the same size, design, and location as the older structure. 

The Hicks House is a small scale one-story rectangular building with the distinctive wrap-around porch and 
wood rail completely surrounding the second floor. The first floor has a dock on the lower deck, and utility 
room that houses the generator and water treatment equipment. Set on concrete pilings, the exterior consists of 
3/4 inch exterior grade plywood siding, and a double door entry. The roof is a low-pitched gabled with rolled 
asphalt covering and large overhanging eaves. Several open windows (no glass) are on all elevations, each with 
protective shutters. The interior plan consists of one very large room, with a kitchen, dining and living area. 


3. Baldwin, Sessions, and Shaw House #2167A (See Photo 04 of 09) 

Another distinctive stilt house is the Baldwin, Sessions, and Shaw House. It is estimated the site had an original 
construction date c. early 1950s, but no exact date has been found. The first building was partly destroyed in 
1965 hurricane. The current building was rehabilitated and strengthen, with later changes in 1971. These 
included raising the entire deck on new pilings, replacing the two outbuildings, and adding a separate building 
for additional living space. 

The main building is a one- to two-story wood frame structure constructed of wood trusses, and a low-pitched 
gable and a shed roof covered with asphalt shingles. The exterior has 3/4 inch cedar finished painted plywood 
with single hung wood windows and fixed glass protected by plywood shutters and some aluminum shutters. 
Al uminum sliding glass doors and a solid core wood door serve as entrances. The house is surrounded on three 
sides by a wood deck and railings, with built-in seating on two elevations. The entire structure is supported on 
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concrete pilings and some wood mooring pilings. A separate building is used for the generator and fuel tanks, 
and another for water treatment. Both outbuildings have shed roofs covered with asphalt shingles and wood 
siding. The lower level has a dock area and boat slips. The interior consists of a living room, d inin g area, 
kitchen, bedroom and bath, and a separate attached building has a bedroom and loft. 

4. Bay Chateau # 2146A (See Photo 05 of 09) 

Bay Chateau is a good example of Wood Frame Vernacular architecture. The home was originally rehabilitated 
over an existing home site in 1965. Minor improvements were made in 1973, with additional repairs made after 
the 1992 hurricane. Despite these repairs and improvements, the size and character of the building has been 
retained since 1965. 

The home is a rectangular one-story building supported by concrete and wood pilings with a wrap-around wood 
deck and railing serving as a porch. A lower deck creates easy access to the upper deck. Wood shingles make 
up the exterior fabric on this modest sized low-pitched gabled house, covered with composition roll and tar. 
Windows on all four elevations are open, no glass, with awnings that hinged from the top. The main entrance is 
a ‘trip’ awning that is hinged at the top forming an awning when opened. The interior plan includes a kitchen 
with an east-facing window, and a great room consisting of living and dining areas which opens to a west¬ 
facing porch. Two bedrooms and a bath complete the interior spaces. 

5. Harrison #2303A (Jimmy Ellenburg House) (See Photo 06 of 09) 

This is a good example of Wood Frame Vernacular architecture, modest in size, and exhibiting the necessary 
features for the marine setting. The building’s origins begin in 1939 when Miami native and avid fisherman, 
T imm y Ellenburg, towed a barge to this site and constructed a fishing shack. Ellenburg continued to improve 
his shack after World War II until the 1965 hurricane. In 1965, Ellenburg took on a partner and rehabilitated 
the current building. Hurricane Andrew damaged the lower docks, but the main portion of the house survived. 

The first story of the structure is used as a dock, with a lower generator room and storage area. The main house 
sits on the characteristic wrap-around wood deck with railings that is used as a porch. Twelve concrete pilings 
support the structure and rectangular wood frame building. Exterior grade plywood forms the outside fabric. A 
low-pitched gable roof, characteristic of the post World War II buildings, and wide overhanging eaves extend 
the length and width of the deck. Asphalt shingles cover the roof. Jalousie windows protected by wood shutters 
are on all four elevations. The interior includes a main living and dining room, two bedrooms, shower and 
bathroom 

6. Leshaw House (formerly Judge Knuck) # 2213 (See Photo 07 of 09) 

This is a typical example of Wood Frame Vernacular architecture that is different in roof design compared to 
the other Stiltsville homes. In 1953, Judge Frank Knuck of the Dade County Circuit Court built his first home 
in Stiltsville. The current building was originally constructed in 1961, and rehabilitated after the 1965 
hurricane, resembling the original in size and design. Hurricane Andrew did little damage to the main building, 
but the lower deck was reconstructed. 

This home is a modest sized, rectangular, one-story building supported by cement and wood pilings. The lower 
deck has slips for nine boats, and stairs leading to the upper level. The upper wood deck and railings wraps 
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three sides on the east, west, and north facades with an entrance on each. The flat roof has a pent overhanging 
eave, typical of mid-century design, with a tar covering. The exterior includes 3/4 inch plywood and awning 
windows. The interior has a living area, galley, and bedroom. 

7. Miami Springs Power Boat Club House #2173 (See Photo 08 and 09 of 09) 

This is a fme example of well-maintained Wood Frame Vernacular architecture that is in character with its 
surrounding marine environment. The Mi ami Springs Power Boat Club was started in the late 1950s by twelve 
blue collar men who lived in and near Miami Springs. The Stiltsville house began with a barge that had 
originally sunk in a lake on the south side of Mi am i International Airport. They purchased the barge for $1.00, 
refloated and towed it through the Miami River, and then south to Stiltsville where it was grounded on a mud 
flat about two miles southwest of Cape Florida, Key Biscayne. Pilings were then sunk around the barge in 
order to keep it in place. 

A wood frame house was built on the barge and used primarily as a family weekend retreat for a period of 
about 15 years. In 1965 the barge and much of the house was devastated by Hurricane Betsy. After the storm, 
pieces of the house were discovered in the mangroves six miles away on the western shore of Biscayne Bay. 

After Hurricane Betsy, the club members invested in concrete pilings which remain to this day. The new 
building was rehabilitated, using the same style, size, and design as the original, but at a much higher elevation 
than the previous building. The new clubhouse was built with a full deck under the main house. Hurricane 
Andrew caused considerable damage to the Boat Club's building. The basic structure survived even though it 
was subjected to the very worst of Hurricane Andrew. Dedicated club members quickly repaired the damaged 
building and constructed new docks and generator room. 

The building is a one-story ‘T’ shape with the characteristic wrap-around open wood porch and railing. The flat 
roof is covered by wood shingles. Concrete pilings support the house and post and beam dock structure, and 
stairs lead to the upper decks. Vertical and horizontal wood siding cover the exterior, and jalousies windows are 
used on all facades. The interior is one large open room with a kitchen. Extensive docks and deck, boat slips, 
and a generator room complete this maritime building. 

ALTERATIONS and NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES: 

Since all seven existing buildings constitute the district, no non-contributing resources are included. 

Most of the buildings were rehabilitated after Hurricane Betsy in 1965, with one exception—Harden ‘A’ Frame- 
-which was rehabilitated after the 1960 hurricane. All the buildings resemble their original design in size, style, 
and materials used. Because of the new Metro-Dade building codes, the buildings and structures were designed 
to withstand hurricane-force winds. Windows and doors were also secured to protect against constant 
vandalism. The later additions were for the purpose of meeting environmental protection regulations, which 
included water treatment facilities. This resulted in separate buildings to house the facility, as well as generator 
and fuel utili ty shed. All necessary repairs due to Hurricane Andrew (1992) are in-kind. No other changes have 
occurred in the district since then; therefore, the buildings continue to reflect the style, setting, design, and size 
of the rehabilitated 1965 buildings that reflect earlier World War II period architectural traditions. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

There are no known archaeological sites in the Stiltsville Historic District. However, the region should be 
considered a part of the Key Biscayne formation which contains some early remains. Neighboring islands, such 
as Elliot Key, do have remains. Therefore, the potential district has a high probability of archaeological sites. 
Further investigation is necessary to establish the presence of archaeological remains. 3 


3 Personal phone conversation with Scott P. Lewis, Archaeologist, Historic Preservation Services, Inc., 
23 June 1998. 





Sdltsville Historic District 

Name of property 


Dade County. Florida 

County and State 


— 8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 


X A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D D Property has yielded or is likely to yield 

information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

Property is: 

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

□ B removed from its original location. 

□ C a birthplace or grave. 

□ Da cemetery 

□ E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

□ F a commemorative property. 

X G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the last 50 years. 


Areas of Significance 

□ Agriculture 
X Architecture 

□ Archaeology 

X Community Planning 

□ Commerce 

□ Education 

□ Early Settlement 

□ Health/Medicine 

e 

Period(s) of Significance 

c. mi to 1965 


□ Industry 

X Maritime History 

□ Military 

□ Politics/Govt. 

X Recreation 

X Social History 

□ Transportation 
Other: engineering- 

entertainment. folklore 


Significant Dates 

1<H0 1940- 1950. I960. 1961. 1965 


Significant Person 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

NZA 


Architect/Builder 

N/A 


Narrative Statement of Significance 

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
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SUMMARY: 

Stiltsville’s historical significance is the combination of buildings, people, and events that reflects the social 
history of the larger Miami region. Although the current buildings do not wholly date from within the last fifty 
years, they represent a long developmental history of human occupation and consistent uses that may have 
beginnings in pre-history. No known archaeological sites have been located in the potential district. However, 
the area has a high probability of archaeological sites. Further investigation is necessary to establish the 
presence of archaeological remains. 1 

The Stiltsville Historic District is significant under Criterion Consideration A in the areas of local community 
pl annin g, maritime history, recreation, and social history including enterta inm ent and folklore. The 
neighborhood represents a developmental history evolving from a small bait house and the establishment of 
social clubs, to a community of as many as seventeen houses. Today, seven remain as recreational domestic 
campsites used for fishing and camping, by the general boating public for navigational guidance, and by 
cultural organizations as a site of local historic interest. Stiltsville can be placed in the context of the 
development of Mi ami Beach as a resort and tourist attraction. The community is a part of Miami’s social 
history through its association with people and events that shaped the area. 

Stiltsville is also significant under Criterion Consideration C in the area of architecture for its importance and 
uniqueness as good examples maritime Wood Frame Vernacular architecture. The material and workmanship 
reflect the functions of the buildings in relationship to recreational cabins utilized for fishing and leisure 
activity. The design of the buildings reflect earlier vernacular trends, but utilizes features adapted for this level 
of extreme environmental exposure. The attention to workmanship lies in the construction design. The 
buildings are constructed to withstand hurricane-force wind, vandalism, and other natural deterioration. 
However, these buildings are also structures in that the pilings, docks, boat slips, and wrap-around decks create 
a unique construction method of adapting to shallow water. 

Criterion Consideration G applies to Stiltsville since the buildings do not date from within the last fifty years; 
however, the district is a fragile resource, susceptible to hurricanes, and other destructive weather conditions, 
vandalism, termites, and natural deterioration from the environment. Almost all of the buildings were 
rehabilitated after the hurricane of 1965, ret ainin g their original appearance, size and setting. Only buildings 
re tainin g 50% or more of their original structure were allowed to rehabilitate under the building codes of the 
Metro-Dade County Building and Zoning Department. Additionally, the significance of the buildings lies in the 
activities of the site. The site has been continually occupied since the 1930s with the construction of the first 
building. The activities that occurred there (commerce, recreation, and entertainment) contributed to the history 
of post World War II Miami. Although the original buildings were 50% or less destroyed by Hurricane Betsy in 
1965 (exception, Harden ‘A’ Frame House remained intact), the buildings were rehabilitated in the same 
locations and the same style as before, and the activities have continued until the present. The traditions of 


1 Personal phone conversation with Scott P. Lewis, Archaeologist, Historic Preservation Services, Inc., 
23 June 1998. 
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Stiltsville have remained even though the present buildings are rehabilitated with new, yet in-kind, materials. 
HISTORIC CONTEXT and STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Dade County has a maritime historic resource district known as “Stiltsville.” The community has been 
referenced in local and national publications, and featured in movies, books, and national advertising. The 
neighborhood is considered a part of Miami history and folklore. The community’s roots go back to the early 
1930s with a bait shack built by Eddie Walker, and in 1940 with the Quarterdeck Club, which provided a 
retreat for Miamians and tourists. Hurricane Andrew reduced Stiltsville to only seven homes, which remain to 
mark more than 70 years of history. Stiltsville is a historically significant district, and a truly unique piece of 
South Florida history. 

Southeast Florida is blessed with several spectacular waterways headed by Biscayne Bay. Stretching for nearly 
forty miles in a north-south direction, and three to nine miles east to west, Biscayne Bay represents one of the 
larger estuaries in the United States. Considered a tropical lagoon because of its fish and its coral life, the 
waterway gained its moniker from the Spanish who named it for the “Bay of Biscaya,” a body of water lying 
off of the northwest coast of that Iberian nation. 2 

s' 

The Spanish first sailed into the waters of Biscayne Bay in 1513 on Juan Ponce de Leon's voyage of discovery. 
However, long before this event, the Bay was the exclusive preserve of native peoples. The earliest inhabitants 
of the area resided near the edge of south Biscayne Bay more than 10,000 years ago. In more recent times, 
Tequesta Indians, so-named by the Spanish, plied its clear, shallow waters for more than 3,000 years. The First 
Spanish Period, during which Spain held Florida as a colony, stretched from 1565 till 1763. When Spain lost 
Florida to the British as a result of the Seven Years War in 1763, the area's new colonizer renamed Biscayne 
Bay the “Gulf of Sandwich” for a prominent titled Britisher. The British period in Florida lasted but twenty- 
one years, after which the colony reverted to Spanish control. The Second Spanish Period lasted until 1821, 
when Spain ceded Florida to the United States. During the Second Spanish Period Biscayne Bay regained its 
original name. 3 

By the beginning of the Second Spanish Period, the Tequesta Indians had vanished, victims of disease and 
dislocation. Since that time, the waters of Biscayne Bay have hosted a vast variety of vessels, activities, and 
island developments. The bay's transformation into a commercial resource did not come until the end of the 
nineteenth century, reaching its full development in the twentieth century. This change was tied to the rapid 
development of the City of Miami, itself transformed by Henry M. Flagler, a Gilded Age prince, and 
subsequent developers, from a tiny, isolated settlement into a booming tourist-oriented community by the early 


2 Paul S. George, Stiltsville: Miami’s Historic Maritime Community , unpublished manuscript, n.d., p. 1. 
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1900s. 4 

By the beginning of the 1930s, the City of Miami had entered its second generation as an incorporated entity. 

At the outset of the decade, the rapidly growing city’s populations had risen to 110,000, while Dade County 
counted nearly 143,000 residents. Long a popular venue for boaters and fishermen, Biscayne Bay was also 
hosting a fledgling community of fishermen and other water enthusiasts in the Biscayne Flats. The flats are the 
shallow water about one mile south of the Cape Florida Lighthouse 5 

The waters around Stiltsville are notable both for their shallowness and clarity, an attraction that was the appeal 
contributing to the community’s origins. Since the area bustled with sportsmen pursuing a wide array of fish, a 
local fisherman known as “Crawfish” Eddie Walker (known elsewhere as “Crawfish Charlie”) opened a bait 
business in the early 1930s, in the same waters hosting today’s Stiltsville. Crawfish Eddie sold bait and beer 
from a one-story building supported above the water on stilts similar to the houses seen today (another account 
observed that Charlie/Eddie sold his products from a house resting on a sunken barge). Eddie was well known 
for his chilau, a crawfish chowder made from the crawfish he caught in the surrounding waters. Friends would 
boat out to his home for a fine evening meal. The idea spread, and in 1937, Crawfish Eddie had his first 
neighbors when his close friends Thomas Grady, the city rate and traffic consultant, L. L. Lee, the city 
manager, and Leo Edwards, an automobile dealer, decided to build their own shacks, lured by the area s unique 
topography, superb fis hin g, and dazzling sunsets. Their early homes were built on barges and securely anchored 
to the coral shoals below them. Prior to 1940, regular maritime activities, such as shipwrecking and channel 
dredging, occurred in the water adjacent to Cape Florida. This activity brought many more interested people to 
the developing co mmuni ty By April 1945, Stiltsville had twelve private shacks and two clubs located on the 
mud flats approximately one mile south of Cape Florida. 6 

Stiltsville began to achieve notoriety when the first social club opened. In 1940, Commodore Edward Turner 
built a house on barges and pilings nearby Crawfish Eddie’s business, and called it the Quarterdeck Club. The 
Miami Herald first referred to Stiltsville in January 1940, when it reported that the club was constructed in 
Biscayne Bay for sportsmen. The building measured 140 by 80 feet, and was constructed at an estimated cost 
of $40,000. The club had its own electricity and offered guests heating, refrigeration, a bar, dining room, 
bridge deck, “T”-head wharf, and a gaming room. Membership was by invitation only. Opened amid great 
fanfare, the Quarterdeck Club became a fashionable social place. Many suspected that gambling also went on 
wi thin its confines, since the area spared no effort - or activity - in broadening its appeal to tourists. 7 


4 ibid, p. 1-2. 

5 ibid., p. 2. 

6 Ibid.; Miami Herald, 1 Apr. 1945; Jim Adams, The History of Stiltsville . Biscayne National Park 
(National Park Service) September 1996, 3. 


7 George, p. 3. 
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The fame of the club spread quickly after an article about it appeared in an issue of Life Magazine in 1941, 8 
Life informed its readers that “built on piles embedded in shallow flats where the water lies but two to seven 
feet deep, the Quarterdeck Club hovers between sea and sky, a play-place...” Along with the amenities 
mentioned before, the club also had dock slips for yachts. The same article noted that this was a “city of stilts,” 
one of the earliest references to the burgeoning settlement as a community, and becoming a “playland where 
hundreds spend their weekends fishing and indulging in water sports.” The reference to the “city on stilts” was 
also recognition that the twelve homes comprising the community then sat on pilings pushed deeply into the 
bay bottom to protect them from storm surges. 9 

News of the Quarterdeck Club appeared frequently in the pages of the Miami Herald at the beg innin g of the 
1940s. Stories and photographs of parties and sporting events abounded. Yet, not everyone was happy with this 
unique rising community. The heirs of James Deering, who owned land on Key Biscayne, opposed Stiltsville, 
believing that its clubs, fishing houses, and shacks were “hot spots” and would grow worse with time. The 
Deering heirs’ representative stated that Stiltsville already constituted a “menace to property to the north of 
Cape Florida and the west on the mainland.” 10 

Despite such opposition, the fame of the community continued to grow. In an article written during World War 
II, the Miami Herald declared that thousands of Miamians and visitors enjoyed the facilities of the Quarterdeck 
Club, which “until the United States entered the War... (is) one of the most popular spots in the Miami area.” 
After World War II, the Quarterdeck Club reportedly became a popular gambling spot in contravention of the 
law, but in line with the area’s “liberal policy” designed to please visitors by giving them anything they desired. 
The allure of Greater Miami as a tourist resort was never greater, as the area, led by Miami Beach, joined its 
place in the ranks of postwar America’s greatest resorts. 11 

In the immediate postwar period, Stiltsville claimed twelve private “shacks,” as they were called, the 
Quarterdeck Club, and another club called the Swan. Across the shallows from Stiltsville, the island of Key 
Biscayne embarked on a new chapter in its history following the completion of the Rickenbacker Causeway in 
1947, which linked the island for the first time to mainland Miami. The causeway’s opening led to the rapid 
development of Key Biscayne. By the 1950s its new residents were complaining with increasing frequency over 
the presence of Stiltsville, which they considered an eyesore. The residents of Stiltsville were referred to as 
“squatters” who did not pay taxes. Ironically for the first time that year, citizens of Stiltsville began to pay a 


8 “Fishermen Get Away From it all at a Club Knee-deep in Biscayne Bay,” Life magazine, 1941, micro¬ 
film copy, no page numbers. 

9 ibid. 

10 ibid. 

“ibid., p. 4. 
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yearly lease fee to the State of Florida for the bay bottom upon which their homes rested. 12 

In early 1950, Warren Freeman, a noted hotelman, purchased the Quarterdeck Club and attempted, with some 
success, to operate it as a high-class lounge and restaurant. But a lethal hurricane in 1950 damaged the 
building. Soon after Freeman sold the club (Crawfish Eddie’s shack was also destroyed by that storm). Four 
years later, the club was back in the news after a police raid on a party sponsored by the Miami Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, which featured dancers, gambling, and “lewd” literature. Despite a lowered profile, the 
Quarterdeck Club remained in operation until it was destroyed by fire in 1961. All that was left of the 
clubhouse in the aftermath of the conflagration were blackened pilings, scant testimony to the rollicking social 
life that it had hosted for more than twenty years. 13 

In 1960, the year before the demise of the Quarterdeck Club, Hurricane Donna, one of several powerful tropical 
storms that have bedeviled Stiltsville, struck the community with winds in excess of 100 miles per hour. While 
twenty-seven homes stood at the time of Donna’s onslaught, just seven remained in its aftermath. Soon after 
however, eight of the damaged houses were rebuilt. 14 

Scandal was often attached to Stiltsville’s notoriety, thus adding to the glamour and attraction that local 
Miamians held for the community. Stiltsville continued to be a major feature of the Miami Herald from 1959 to 
1964. The end of 1964 viewed Stiltsville with a sense of sentiment. The community was a part of local folklore 
through the colorful stories told. 15 

In 1965, Stiltsville regained some of its lost tranquility while many of its residents attempted vigorously to 
counter its image as a Gomorrah on Biscayne Bay. “We’re a family type colony,” protested Francis Knuck, a 
Circuit Court Judge, “not a scruffy bunch of squatters.” Judge Knuck said that “the neighborhood has changed 
radically in the past few years. Now it look like Millionaires’ Row,” an allusion to several showplace streets in 
Mi ami , Coconut Grove, and Miami Beach. 16 

Disaster, however, struck again. During Labor Day weekend of 1965, Hurricane Betsy smashed into Stiltsville 
with winds of 120 miles per hour; the storm’s force brought an eleven-foot water surge. The majority of 
shacks, houses, and cottages comprising the maritime community were either destroyed or suffered significant 


12 Ibid. 

13 ibid„ p. 4-5. 
14 ibid. 

15 Adams, p. 5. 
16 George, p. 6. 
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damage. 17 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Betsy, the Metro-Dade County Building and Zoning Department formulated new 
building codes for homes in Stiltsville. For the first time, its domiciles would have to comply with the county’s 
building code by maintaining the strength to withstand winds of 120 miles per hour, and stand at least ten feet 
above water level at high tide. Building permits would be necessary. Only buildings that were at least 50% 
r emainin g were authorized to be repaired. No new buildings were allowed. Additionally, in 1968 the State of 
Florida imposed a modest leasing fee on the properties. Even with these new demanding strictures, eight 
additional homes were built. Stiltsville now had seventeen houses. 18 

Tns timtion of the lease system ended the existence of commercial clubs in Stiltsville, as evidenced in a series of 
1967 letters. Stiltsville owner, Judge Knuck, wrote to the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, that Karl 
Mongelluzzo, who had previously owned the Quarterdeck Club when it burned down, was intending to operate 
his campsite (this is how the state officially classifies the house sites) as the new Quarterdeck Club. The 
residents of Stiltsville found this unacceptable (Knuck, 1967). The state officially informed Mongelluzzo that 
he would not be permitted to operate his lease for commercial purposes (William, 1967). Mr. Mongelluzzo 
sold his lease in 1970. 19 

The Tropic Magazine of the Miami Herald continued to dramatize Stiltsville over the years. In October 1969, 
Stiltsville is characterized as “a watering hole for the rich.” Extensive coverage in a June 1975 article featured 
a party given by one of the Stiltsville residences as the backdrop to describe life, present and past, in Stiltsville: 

It is not exactly inconspicuous, being 17 spindly-legged houses sitting in plain sight of Key Biscayne in 
a few feet of water... Seventeen houses, most of them just the slightest bit tatty the way second or third 
homes usually are, are up on pilings sunk expensively 18 feet into bedrock. If you flew over Stiltsville - 
and if you lived there you could probable afford to do so anytime you wanted - you’d see the 17 houses 
standing there patiently, fairly close together, and you might imagine it is a kind of co mm u n ity, a rich 
folks’ commune where people are all together. Some people even speak of it as a co mm u n ity, and 
everyone you meet names a different honorary mayor - a post that appears to be awarded arbitrarily and 
according to private standards. At least there have been named in the press: Jimmy Ellenburg, a 
Realtor; Judge Francis X. Knuck; and William Daniels, owner of an electrical contracting firm. To the 
people here today, Smalley is undoubtedly a mayoral figure, too. But Stiltsville is not really a 
community. Each house is a nucleus of activity for the friends and family of its owner, and each style 
of living is different - some mostly family like, some business and political entertaining, some 
generalized fantasy fun, like Smalley’s place - while visiting back and forth at dull times is common, or 


17 ibid„ p. 6-7. 
18 ibid., p. 7. 
19 Adams, p. 7. 
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to borrow a jug of whiskey, the visiting is casual and usually short-lived. 20 

What is significant in this article is the physical description of Stiltsville and its continued role in the historic 
theme of Miami’s resort development. A real estate appraiser wrote in 1976, “I’ve been familiar with Stiltsville 
for approximately 29 years and have observed these clubhouses on many occasions...The subject houses and 
location are unique.” However, Stiltsville could not hold back the forces to eradicate it. In 1976, Florida 
Secretary of State, Bruce Smathers, characterized the community as blight on Biscayne Bay, and called for an 
end to its existence by 1986. 21 

Although that date has come and gone, a more serious threat to the maritime co mm u ni ty appeared in 1980 with 
the expansion of Biscayne National Park. Stiltsville was included within the northern perimeter of the 181,000- 
acre park. The National Park Service has insisted that Biscayne National Park must become a natural enclave 
free of development. Accordingly, the government has mandated that Stiltsville must be abandoned and razed 
by 1999, when current property leases will expire. 

Despite its impending demise, Stiltsville continued to attract a vibrant community of dwellers. However, in 
1992, Hurricane Andrew, the most lethal storm to strike the southeast mainland since the killer hurricane of 
1926, spread great damage over Stiltsviller'Six homes and a nearby radio tower were destroyed by Andrew, 
leaving only seven buildings standing in the co mmuni ty. All seven campsites have been repaired since then, 
and have continued to host social and charity events, as well as provide a haven for its owners. 

In its three-quarters of a century existence Stiltsville has become part of the cultural landscape. With its 
inception as Crawfish Eddie’s baithouse, to the Quarterdeck Club, to twenty-seven houses at one time, 
devastated by hurricanes, only to be rebuilt, Stiltsville’s legend lives on. 

This unique community has been covered by numerous newspapers, including the Miami Herald . Palm Beach 
Post , and the New York Times , and outlasted Life Magazine . It has been featured on billboards (Pittsburgh 
Paints, Brunswick, Georgia) and on the cover of Power & Motor Yacht magazine (Jan. 1986) 

Such luminaries as Governor LeRoy Collins, Senator Edward Kennedy, Senator Bob Graham and numerous 
Federal Judges and state and local politicians have visited the community. 

Blended with its natural environment, and ever a significant part of Miami's "other" skyline, Stiltsville has been 
enjoyed by everyone who has had the privilege of visiting. To outdoorsmen and boaters, it is a landmark, and a 
safe and sound habitat for fish and crawfish alike. To those caught in the hustle and bustle of business in a 
major metropolitan city, it is a relaxing paradise only minutes away. And for many Miamians, Stiltsville is an 
integral and indispensable part of Miami's history. 


20 ibid., p. 8. 
21 ibid. 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Architecture and Engineering 

The buildings are representative of a type constructed during the post World War II period, and considered in a 
category of Mid-century vernacular. All the homes are wood frame constructed with wrap-around porches, and 
supported by concrete pilings. All have essentially two floors; the first acts as a dock with boat slips, and the 
second as the living quarters. This first level supported by pilings forms the engineering structure of these 
homes, making them locally unique as an architectural style by adapting to the marine environment. 

Community Planning 

All the homesites were originally built during the post World War II period, thus reflecting that particular style. 
However, the devastation caused by three major hurricanes (Donna in 1960, Betsy in 1965, and Andrew in 
1992), have permanently changed the original buildings. Subsequent rehabilitation in 1965 duplicated the 
original buildings, most in the exact same location as their original predecessors. Therefore, although 50% or 
less of the buildings are “new,” the physical sites, as well as the uses, are themselves historic. If it were not for 
the hurricanes, the original buildings, and more of them, probably would have survived. 

Up until 1965, Stiltsville was not a planned community in the traditional fashion of a growing neighborhood. 
No plats were surveyed or filed; rather, Stiltsville homes were staked out and built according to each owner’s 
needs, which were largely based on space and function. Some owners required additional room for dockage and 
boats, while others preferred remoteness. Each home was basically situated with the main facade facing a 
channel, and the rear facing a stretch of mudflat. After 1965, the county required building permits, and the state 
began issuing leases to each campsite. The new leasing agreements included a stricture b annin g the use of 
campsites as commercial clubs. The beg innin gs of a traditional planned co mm u ni ty are therefore instituted in 
1965. It is the way the owners located their buildings since the 1930s that is unique, thus creating an unusual 
type of planning. Instead of a traditionally platted grid system so popular in south Florida, the owners built 
along the channels, using the popular thoroughfares as a “main street” and the mudflat as a “backyard.” 

The co mmuni ty also developed a sense of pride and family-based values after 1965. Members did not want the 
clubs, preferring the serenity of the bay, and banded together to insure this desire. They periodically “elected” a 
“mayor” in the sense that a spokesperson was nominated to speak for the co mm u ni ty, a situation that continues 
to the present. 

Maritime History 

Stiltsville is a part of Dade County’s maritime history through its association with activities pertai nin g to 
navigation, travel, and commerce. The neighborhood is seen as a maritime community due to its location. The 
original business and clubs catered to the boating community as evidenced by the numerous boat slips and 
docks. The buildings themselves have been used as navigational aides as reported in several stories concerning 
boating tourists entering and leaving Biscayne Bay, via the channels, and marked by “houses on stilts.” The 
idea of these unofficial navigational aides continues to the present as evidenced by travel guides to the Keys, 
and publications by several area chambers of commerce. The homes are also referenced by fishing guides as a 
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point of departure for the area’s best fishing holes. 22 
Recreation 

Recreation is one of the main themes supporting the historic Stiltsville district. All the buildings, past and 
present, were constructed for recreational weekend retreat uses. Fishing and boating are the two main activities 
practiced in this neighborhood. As more families began to take part in the community, education became an 
additional recreation activity in the form of ocean studies. Many current residents attest to growing up in this 
neighborhood, exploring the marine environment, and passing this activity onto their children. Many homesite 
lease owners have extended use of their homes to children’s groups for the same purpose. 

Social History: Entertainment, folklore 

It is evident from the numerous newspaper and magazine articles that Stiltsville became a part of the tourist 
scene from 1940 to the present. Most Miamians know of Stiltsville and repeat stories they have heard over the 
years. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
1. ‘A’ Frame House of Stiltsville # 2157^ 

Although structures and fishing camps have existed in the Stiltsville area of Biscayne Bay since the 1930s, the 
known history of the A-frame site dates back to the middle 1950s. At that time an abandoned solid Honduran 
mahogany house boat was perched on a wooden barge on the grass flats of Biscayne Bay. James Harden and 
his buddy Tom Wills knew the place as a good fishing spot and noticed that the abandoned house was gradually 
sagging into the water as the supporting barge rotted. In 1957, four families agreed to restore the house before 
the natural action of the warm water claimed the once beautiful structure. The four original families were 
James and Evelyn Harden, Paul and Tommie Slayden, Cliff and Nell Knauer, and Tom and Isabel Wills. It is 
interesting to mention that these families had a total of thirteen sons of useful ages to help with the restoration 
project. 

Pilings were sunk and the house was jacked up and supported by large timbers as parts of the rotted barge were 
removed. Everything did not go smoothly though. During the final jacking phase, the house toppled and fell 
nearly three feet, almost drowning Harden’s, son Will. By the spring of 1960, the restoration was almost 
complete and sported the addition of a detached generator room. At this time all the structures of Stiltsville 
were built low to the water. Biscayne Bay had not seen a hurricane since 1950. 


“Several references can be found through the Internet. Some of these web pages include Fishing 
Secrets: Sharing information between an glers worldwide, http://www.fishingsecrets.com; Saltwater Fishing 
Home Page: Fishing Reports , http://www.wmi.org; Island Living . Fortune International Realty, 
http://www.fir.com; Cruising News with Paul and Shervl Shard, http://www.interlog.com; Coral gables 
Chamber News, http://coralgables.net; Captain Frank Garisto, Random Casts.: Florida Saltwater Fifihmg , 
Current Fishing Report for Miami and Biscavne Bav . http://cyberangler.com; Historical Museum of Southern 
Florida, 1997-98 Historic Tours Schedule , http://www.historical-museum.org. 
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On 10 September 1960, hurricane Donna hit, bringing an eight-foot storm surge and pounding seas to the Keys 
and Biscayne Bay. The crushing waves knocked the walls out of the newly restored house. The morning of 
September 11 revealed the roof lying on a partially submerged floor. The docks and most of the structure had 
vanished, leaving a twisted tangle of seaweed covered wreckage. Except for a few pieces of the beautiful 
mahogany, there was nothing left to salvage. 

During the clean-up of the wreckage, talk of building a new house engineered to defy the worst of the fall 
hurricanes seemed to raise spirits. This new structure would have a side base and an elevated floor using an A- 
frame design. Telephone poles were assembled in the water and raised up by way of a hand powered winch and 
1/2 inch cable. Five A-frames on ten-foot centers defined a 42' x 20' living quarters eight feet above high tide. 

Interestingly, cle anin g up Biscayne Bay after the hurricane supplied much of the needed materials. During the 
hurricane, a break away barge sheared off a number of deep water pilings near Rickenbacker Causeway. These 
pilings were a perfect match for the main supports in the shallow flats area. Another wooden barge loaded with 
sand was lodged half way on the Key Biscayne seawall and partially buried in the bay bottom. The Coast 
Guard gladly gave permission to remove the eyesore (they had already tried) and the 32 foot 3' x 10" beam 
became the floor and roof joists. The day the infamous Quarterdeck Club burned in 1961, the family tried to 
help fight the fire, but to no avail. Harderfwas given the rem ainin g heart pine docks. These heart pine planks 
that were fourteen inches wide and too hard to drive a nail in, became the back porch planks. Finally, the 
Honduran mahogany from the beautiful original structure was crafted into a counter top in the new house. 

1965 was an eventful year for the A-frame when Metro Goldwyn Mayor studios leased the house to film 
sequences for "Around the World Under the Sea" starring Lloyd Bridges and Shirley Eaton. The film crew 
rebuilt the docks perfectly smooth so the huge cameras could roll without shaking. These docks proved short 
lived as hurricane Betsy roared through Miami in September 1965. The 125 mph winds and seven-foot storm 
surge destroyed the lower dock and generator room, rolling a 600 lb. generator 200 yards down the mud flats. 
All of the houses of Stiltsville that were built low to the water were destroyed, and all new structures were built 
at least ten feet over high tide. 

During the next hurricane-free twenty-seven years, the house remained relatively unchanged. Normal 
replacement of pilings and simple maintenance of the house and structure were completed. On 24 August 1992, 
Hurricane Andrew hit Miami on a high tide. The eye wall of the hurricane passed over the A-frame racking the 
house and destroying the lower docks and generator room. Although the house showed signs of extreme stress 
and the porch roof was missing, no beams were broken and the building required only minor repair. 

2. Hicks House #2159A 

In 1968, Biscayne National Park was formed, and in 1985 title for this property passed from the State of 
Florida to The Department of Interior, National Park Service. However, this change may not have been 
finalized until sometime in 1992. 

The oldest written record of #2159A involves a lease from The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
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Trust Fund, State of Florida, dated 5/1/76. The lessor was Frank L. Fitzpatrick who owned residences in the 
City of Miami and in Naragansett, Rhode Island. Mr. Steve Guzik was also involved in the transaction. 
Attempts to locate these individuals have failed and it can be assumed they are both deceased. 

The above lease represents a renewal of a previous lease (BH80553) issued on 1/26/66 to Mr. Frank L. 
Fitzpatrick. No copy of this earlier lease has survived but it is noted in the owner’s records. These records 
indicate that all original Stiltsville leases were issued in 1965 and 1966. 

On 1/1 3/77, #2159A was purchased from Mr. Fitzpatrick by a trust, Joseph C. Dare Trustee. While the 
beneficiaries have changed, this trust still owns the property and the lease with Donald J. Hicks of Coral 
Gables, FL as Trustee, showing continuous ownership for over twenty years. The property has been maintained 
and utilized by three generations of the Hicks family. 

Since building permits were not required, no records of this nature exist for this stilthouse. 

Another dating source can be found on the structure itself. All of the concrete pilings have survived the many 
hurricanes. One of the main concrete pilings has a date inscribed which is still visible today. That date is 
6/13/66. It is believed that this piling wasli replacement piling, indicating that the structure is actually older 
than 1966. This date also coincides with the original lease date. 

In addition, a series of twelve wooden pilings, located adjacent to and under the present structure, indicate the 
presence of an earlier structure pre-dating the current structure with its dated concrete pilings. 

A third dating source for the structure is from the Miami Herald photo archives. An article dated 3/7/65 carries 
a photo taken from the afterdeck of the Bikini Club. Clearly in the background is a stilthouse structure which 
has been identified as #2159A. A second article from the Tampa Tribune-Times dated 11/26/67 carries a photo 
that clearly identifies #2159A. 

#2159A has primarily been used as a fami ly weekend retreat over the past twenty years. However, fundraising 
events (auction of an evening with dinner for six persons) have been donated on numerous occasions for 
organizations such as The First United Methodist Church of Coral Gables, St. Thomas School, The Junior 
League of Miami, Big Brothers, The Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, The Boys Scouts, etc. Thousands 
of dollars have been raised and donated to charity using this simple method. Larger functions have been 
prohibited by the owners due to liability concerns. 

3. Baldwin, Sessions, and Shaw House #2167A 

Stiltsville house # 2167A is located approximately one mile south of the Cape Florida Lighthouse on Key 
Biscayne, Florida. The property is situated in the middle of Biscayne Bay on the south side of Biscayne 
Channel and can only be reached by boat. One can see the Village of Key Biscayne, downtown Miami, Miami 
Beach, Coral Gables, Coconut Grove, and the beginning of the Ragged Key, all from the sundeck of 2167A. 
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Coconut Grove Marine Properties, Inc. obtained control of the lease from Mrs. Connie Dinkier approximately 
1970. In 1971, Mr. Bill Kelly and Norris Grain Company, controlled by Bruce Norris, remodeled the existing 
fishing shack into a weekend vacation house. 

A campsite lease # 2167A was issued to Norris Grain Company on 1 May 1970 by the State of Florida, i.e. the 
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, principal users were Mr. Bruce Norris, William P. 
Kelley, and the Coconut Grove Marina. 

Norris Grain Company assigned lease 2167A on the 21 December 1976 to Biscayne Bay Stiltsville, Inc. 
Principal stockholders and Directors of this corporation were Bill P. Kelley, Gail B. Baldwin, Raynor E. 
Baldwin, Edwin N. Belcher III, Daniel Dolan and Jim Lowry. 

On 16 May 1994, the name of the ownership corporation of lease # 2167A was changed from Biscayne Bay 
Stiltsville, Inc. to Historic Stiltsville, Inc. Stockholders and directors at that time through the present are Gail B. 
Baldwin, Richard Shaw, and Patrick Sessions. 

Campsite 2167A is presently used as a family weekend retreat and vacation house. However, over the years the 
owners of this lease have held various social functions and fundraisers for the following partial list of entities: 

1. University of Miami Citizens Board 

2. Rosensteel School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences, University of Miami 

3. Florida Film Co mmi ssion, State of Florida 

4. Democrat and Republican party fundraisers 

5. The National Horsemen’s Association, hosted by State of Florida 

6. Coral Gables Chamber of Commerce 

7. Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce 

8. Senator Edward Kennedy 

9. Secretary of Interior, Ray Amet 

10. Various other dignitaries and organizations 

11. AIA, State of Florida 

12. International tour of foreign architects and engineers 

2167A has been published in the following magazines and newspapers 

1. House Beautiful, 1973 

2. Power & Motor Yacht, January 1986, cover 

3. The Mi ami Herald, Tropic Magazine, 29 March 1992 

4. The Mi ami Herald, 10 march 1980 

5. Life Magazine, 1975 

6. The Palm Beach Post, 13 August 1992 

7. The Miami Herald, 24 April 1989 

8. The Miami Herald, 25 August 1993 
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9. The Miami Herald, Neighbors, 1983 

Additionally, this house was featured in a nationwide advertising campaign for Pittsburgh Paints in 1990. 

4. Bay Chateau #2146 

Originally re-built by Connie Dinkier in 1965 over the previously existing homesite, Site #2146, now known as 
Bay Chateau, is one of the first houses to come into sight when traveling from Biscayne Bay to the ocean. Ms. 
Dinkier used the identical contractor to build her house as that used by Jimmy Ellenburg, another longtime 
Stiltsville enthusiast and owner. Ms. Dinkier, who developed the Palm Bay Club, introduced the Stiltsville 
experience to many Miami socialites and business colleagues, by entertaining often at her house on the water. 

In 1973, Bay Chateau was sold to a partnership comprising of four avid boaters and long time Miami residents 
Boyce Ezell, John Nichols, Larry Stewart and A1 Greer. These new owners made some minor improvements 
while re tainin g the rustic atmosphere and the natural environment that epitomizes Stiltsville. The new owners 
cherished the relaxation provided by Stiltsville and often used the house as a base for fishing excursions and 
social gatherings. 

In 1989, the current owners purchased Bay Chateau. Since that time, Bay Chateau has been enjoyed by the 
Judges of the United States Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, players and coaches of teams participating in the 
Orange Bowl, members of Miami's Historical Society, members and guests of yacht and social clubs, and 
people who have purchased "a day at Stiltsville" to support charitable organizations. Although Bay Chateau 
experienced some damage during Hurricane Andrew, repairs brought this house back to its original stature. 

5. Jimmy Ellenburg House #2303A 

T imm y Ellenburg grew up in Mi ami and became a noted character about town. His parents were restauranteurs 
and decided to relocate to Arizona when J imm y was approximately fourteen. He was quite happy in Miami and 
decided to stay, living with the football coach of Miami High at which he was a student. He graduated in 1933 
and at various times was in the restaurant business, acted as a security guard and was a City of Miami 
policeman with a foot beat in downtown Miami. During the later 1930s, he became active in boating in and 
around Biscayne Bay. In approximately 1939, he towed a barge to the flats, not far from where the 
Quarterdeck Club was being built, and grounded it on the edge of the main Biscayne Channel. 

He constructed a fishing shack on the barge and improved it over the years. Following his stint in the Air 
Force, during which he served as a ground crew for B-29s based on Tinian in the Marshall Islands, he returned 
to Miami and continued to improve his barge. A number of piers were built from it and, as the hull of the barge 
disintegrated, he built a structure below the shack to support it. Improvements continued until 1965 when the 
assembly was destroyed by Hurricane Betsy. 

In 1965, with "Red" Belcher as a partner, Ellenburg built the current structure and building in the same location 
as his barge. Red Belcher passed away, leaving Ellenburg as the sole owner. Following Hurricane Andrew, the 
current owners, Biscayne Aquatic Society, Inc., went into partnership with Mr. Ellenburg to reconstruct the 
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lower docks which were destroyed and help him maintain the house. Mr. Ellenburg passed away in 1994, and 
the ownership of Biscayne Aquatic Society continues. 

Over the years many local, state and national personalities visited J imm y Ellenburg’s stilt house. Among them 
included Governor LeRoy Collins, who prepared a beautiful scrapbook for Ellenburg which is now owned by 
the Historical Museum of Southern Florida. The front cover has a laminated 1947 mariner’s chart with a picture 
of Ellenburg’s house and the Quarterdeck Club, along with a photograph of then-Govemor Collins and 
Ellenburg relaxing in the cockpit of a powerboat. “To Jimmy in appreciation of real Florida living” is hand 
written on the cover, along with the signature, LeRoy Collins, Governor, March 1959. Inside on the first page 
are twelve 3x5 photographs and one 8x10 color of Collins and Ellenburg on the deck of the Stiltsville house. 
Handwritten on the page is the following sentiment: 

“T imm y Ellenburg, 

When the time comes when I say so long to this life I hope the great beyond 
seems alot like your cabin in the sea. 

Roy Collins 
June 7, 1958" 


6. Leshaw House (formerly Judge Knuck) # 2213 

This is a typical example of Mid-century wood frame vernacular architecture that is somewhat different in 
design in comparison to the other Stiltsville homes. In 1953, Judge Frank Knuck of the Dade County Circuit 
Court built his first home. After 1965, the current building, which closely resembles the original, was 
rehabilitated. Hurricane Andrew did little damage to the main building, but the lower deck was reconstructed. 

7. Miami Springs Power Boat Club House # 2173 

The Miami Springs Power Boat Club was started in the late 1950s by twelve blue collar men who lived in and 
near the Mi ami Springs area, located just north of Miami International Airport. The idea for a Stiltsville house 
began when club founders learned that a barge had sunk in a lake on the south side of Miami International 
Airport. They purchased the barge for $1.00 and using a lot of hard labor, they refloated the barge which was 
towed through the Miami River, and then south to Stiltsville where the barge was grounded on a mud flat about 
two miles southwest of Cape Florida, Key Biscayne. Pilings were then sunk around the barge in order to keep 
it in place. 

A wood frame house was built on the barge and it was used primarily as a family weekend retreat for a period 
of about fifteen years. In 1965 the barge and house were almost completely destroyed by Humcafie Betsy. 

After the storm, pieces of the house were discovered in the mangroves six miles away on the western shore of 
Biscayne Bay. 

After Hurricane Betsy the club members invested in concrete pilings which remain to this day. A new house 
was constructed but at a much higher elevation than the previous house. The new clubhouse was built with a 
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full deck under the main house. As was the case with the previous house, it has been used primarily by families 
for weekend retreats. Literally thousands of children have visited over the years including Boy Scout groups 
and Optimist Club groups. Fishing was an important activity and many impressive catches were made, 
including large sharks. Several television commercials have been filmed at the house over the years as well. 

One of the young men who frequented the "Springs House" was Bruce Carter. Bruce was killed while serving 
in the Marines in Vietnam and is the only person from Dade County to ever receive the Medal of Honor. It is 
noteworthy that after the Vietnam War the club hosted many disabled Vietnam veterans so they could enjoy a 
day of sun and fun and fishing at Stiltsville. In the days when the Fowey Rocks lighthouse was manned, Club 
members used to pick up Coast Guardsmen and take them to dinner at Stiltsville, and then return them to their 
lonely posts. 

The Boat Club's Stiltsville house has also been the first point of landing for several groups of Cuban refugees 
who made it to Biscayne Bay from Cuba in their small boats and/or rafts. Additionally, the Springs Stiltsville 
house has offered refuge and a safe haven for many boaters who have been caught in storms or otherwise been 
in distress. 

On 24 August 1992, Hurricane Andrew struck with a vengeance, causing considerable damage to the Boat 
Club's Stiltsville house. The basic structure of the house survived even though it was subjected to the very 
worst of Hurricane Andrew. Dedicated club members quickly repaired the damaged house and built new docks 
as well a new generator room. Since the time of Hurricane Andrew the house has continued to serve as a place 
for families to be together and have a weekend of good wholesome fun and activities. The pilings attract a 
wealth of fish and other sea life which has resulted in fishing continuing to be one of the main activities at 
Stiltsville. 
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Significant Dates 


1896 

Henry Flagler extends the Florida East Coast Railway to Miami and builds the Royal Palm 

Hotel. 

Miami Incorporated 

1912-1916 

Miami Beach is developed by Carl Fisher. 

pre 1920s 

Ship traffic into Miami Harbor is around the southern tip of Cape Florida - the area that will 
later become Stiltsville. 

prior 1937 

The first shack in Stiltsville is built by “Crawfish” Eddie Walker. 

1937 

The second shack in Stiltsville is built by friends of Crawfish Eddie; - Grady, Lee, & Edwards 
(they were all fishermen). 

1940 

The Quarterdeck Club was built; first club in Stiltsville opens in November. 

post 1940 

The second club, the Swan was built. It later changed its name to the Probus. 

1945 

12 private shacks and 2 clubs in Stiltsville. 

post WWII 

Stiltsville continues to grow. 

1949 

Quarterdeck Club is raided, but no evidence of gambling is found. 

1950 

Warren Freeman, a noted hotelman, purchases the Quarterdeck Club and attempts to legitimize 
the business into a high class operation. Sustains major damage in a hurricane in the same year, 
and sells the club. 

1950 

Crawfish Eddie’s original Stiltsville shack destroyed in the hurricane. 

1950s 

There are proposals to develop the upper keys and to build a causeway from Key Biscayne to 
Soldier Key, Ragged Keys, Sands Key, and Elliott Key. 

1950s 

As Key Biscayne grows, the residents complain of the eyesore that Stiltsville presents. They 
refer to the Stiltsville residents as squatters and complain that they do not pay taxes. 

early 1960s 

State of Florida considers moving the Stiltsville residents out. 
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1961 Hurricane Donna destroys Quarterdeck Club 
Quarterdeck club bums down on November 6. 

1962 The Bikini Club is opened by Pierre. 

1965 (July) State Beverage Dept, raids Bikini Club and temporarily closes it. 


(Aug) Owners now have to sign leases with the State. 

(Sept) Hurricane Betsy destroys most of Stiltsville. No new construction permits are allowed. Only 
houses with less than 50% damage are allowed to be repaired. This left 17 houses. 


(Sept) Dade County now enforces building codes on Stiltsville (after hurricane). 
(Sept) Bikini Club damaged beyond repair in Hurricane Betsy. Does not reopen. 


1966 (July) Residents increase by 240%"since Nov. 65. 

(Oct) The rem ains of the Bikini Club bums to the waterline. 


1967 

1975 

1976 
1980 


The last owner of the Quarterdeck Club, Karl Mongelluzzo, is prevented from building a new 
Quarterdeck Club. 

"We're a family-type colony, not a scruffy bunch of squatters. The neighborhood has changed 
radically in the past few years. Now it looks like Millionaire's Row." Quote by Judge Knuck, a 
resident of Stiltsville. 

Attorney General’s opinion authorizing renewal leases for Stiltsville houses 

Biscayne National Park's northern boundaries are expanded. The area where Stiltsville is located 
is now wi thin the National Park. Leases are grandfathered until July, 1999. 


1992 


Hurricane Andrew leaves seven buildings intact in Stiltsville. 
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The following section, References Cited is taken from a draft of The History of Stiltsville by Jim Adams, M.A., 
Cultural Resource Specialist for the Biscayne National Park, September 1996. Adams research is extensive, and 
his narrative history is well documented. Since some of his material was taken verbatim, it is necessary to add 
his work as a separate Appendix to this nomination. 
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Southard, Wm. V 

1965 Letter to Trustees of Internal Improvement Fund, State of Florida, Robert C. Parker, Director. Dated 
July 27, 1965. Copy on file with Visitor Protection Division, Biscayne National Park. 

Williams, James T. 

1967 Letter to Karl Mongeluzo, owner of Campsite Lease No. 2167. Dated May 24, 1967. Copy on file with 
Visitor Protection Division, Biscayne National Park. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 


Stiltsville Historic District is located in the upper northeast quadrant of Biscayne National Park, comprised of 
seven wood frame buildings situated on flats, abutted by deep water channels, bounded to the east by the 
Atlantic Ocean, the north by Key Biscayne, the west by Dinner Key and Coconut Grove, and to the south by 
Turkey Point in South Dade. The Historic District was not in the original boundary of the park, but was added 
to the park boundary prior to the establishment of Biscayne National Park. Stiltsville Historic District is square 
in configuration. 


BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The boundaries encompasses the rem ainin g seven buildings. 
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Stiltsville Historic District Photograph Log 

1. Aerial view of Stiltsville Historic District 

2. Dade County 

3. Tom Caldwell 

4. May, 1998 

5. Heritage Research, Inc. 

6. Camera facing northeast 

7. Photo 01 of 09 

Numbers 2-5 are the same for the following photographs: 

1. ‘A’ Frame House of Stiltsville tt 2157 

6. Camera facing northeast 

7. Photo 02 of 09 

1. Hicks House tt 2159A 

6. Camera facing north-north east 

7. Photo 03 of 09 

1. Baldwin, Sessions, and Shaw House #2167A 

6. Camera facing north 

7. Photo 04 of 09 

1. Bay Chateau #2146 

6. Camera facing north 

7. Photo 05 of 09 

1. J imm y Ellenburg House tt 2303A 

6. Camera facing north 

7. Photo 06 of 09 

1. Leshaw House (formerly Judge Knuck) tt 2213 

6. Camera facing north 

7. Photo 07 of 09 

1. Miami Springs Power Boat Club House #2173 

6. Camera facing north 

7. Photo 08 of 09 
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1. Aerial of Miami Springs Power Boat Club House # 2173 

6. Camera facing west 

7. Photo 09 of 09 


Stiltsville Historic District 
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Attachments: 

1. 1945 National Geodetic Survey, with fourteen sites identified. 

2. 1959 National Geodetic Survey, with nine sites identified. 

3. Aerial Photograph J imm y Ellenburg’s Stiltsville House, May 1969. 

4. Front cover of J imm y’s Hurricane Restaurant menu, no date. 

5. 2-page Christmas Card to J imm y Ellenburg from LeRoy Collins, no date. 

6. Letter to J imm y Ellenburg from LeRoy Collins, 10 June 1958. 

7. Letter to J imm y Ellenburg from John L. Perry, Administrative Assistant to LeRoy Collins, 6 June 

1958. 

8. Letter to J imm y Ellenburg from LeRoy Collins, 11 June 1959. 

9. Letter to J imm y Ellenburg from LeRoy Collins, 9 September 1959. 

10. Letter to Jimmy Ellenburg from LeRoy Collins, 1 December 1960. 

11. Letter to Jimmy Ellenburg from Letitia Baldridge, Social Secretary to The White House, 28 May 

1962. 

12. Letter to Jimmy Ellenburg from Robert King High, 27 June 1966. 

13. ' Letter to J imm y Ellenburg from Henry King Stanford, President University of Miami, 28 November 

1966. 

14. Letter to J imm y Ellenburg from Ruth L. Wert, Assistant to the president, University of Miami, 28 
November 1966. 

15. Letter to Jimmy Ellenburg from Stephen P. Clark, Mayor, City of Miami, 31 October 1969. 

16. Photograph Quarterdeck Club, no date. 

17. Photograph Quarterdeck Club, no date. 
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18. Photograph Quarterdeck Club, no date. 

19. Photograph Quarterdeck Club, no date. 

20. Photograph Quarterdeck Club, no date. 

21. Photograph unknown Stiltsville house, c. late 1950s. 

22. Photograph unidentified Stiltsville House, “Second fishing shack that belonged to the Ruskin and 
Orovitz families,” no date, from Florida State Photo Archive (3 pages). 

Individual Property Support Materials 

23. Harden ‘A’ Frame House support materials. 

24. Hicks House support materials. - ^ 

25. Baldwin, Sessions, and Shaw House support materials. 

26. Bay Chateau support materials. 

Letters of Support 

27. From Joyce A. Galya, CFRE, Director of Citizens Board & Corporate Relations, University of 
Miami, 8 July 1998. 

28. Rosemary Mann, Director of Advancement, University of Miami, 13 July 1998. 

29. Copy, William O. Cullom, President, Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, June. 






1945 National Geodetic Survey 






1959 National Geodetic Survey 
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State of Florida 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Tallahassee 


Lb Roy Gollixs 

GOVERNOR 


June 10, 1958 


Mr. Jimmy Ellenburg 
Jimmy's Hurricane 
3700 Bird Road 
Miami, Florida 


Dear Jimmy: 


Let me tell you what a delightful time I had 
with you and the others out on the barge. 

I've been telling people all week about the 
battle I had with my first bonefish. The 
people at the television station, where I had 
the opportunity to show the picture on camera, 
are having some prints made, and as soon as 
these come in I will send you one. 

That was one of the most delightful week ends 
I have ever experienced, Jimmy, and one of these 
days I want to reciprocate by getting you up 
here on one of my favorite local fishing spots. 

With warmest personal regards, I am 



LC :pim 





John L. Pehht 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


LeRoy Colxixs 

GOVERNOR 


State of Florida 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Tallahassee 

June 6, 1958 


Mr. Jimmy Ellenburg 
Jimmy’s Hurricane 
3700 Bird Road 
Miami, Florida 


Dear Jimmy: 


I wish I could put down in writing just how much 
I enjoyed our week end on your boat and barge. 

It was a wonderful experience, and I believe I 
enjoyed most of all getting to know you. 

I am even more grateful, however, for your making 
this opportunity available to the Governor. He 
came back that week end more relaxed and 
invigorated than I have seen him in sometime, and 
you will be glad to know that he really went 
through this past week in high gear. 

Again, thanks again for everything. 


Sincerely, 



//JOHN L. PERRY 
r Administrative Assistant 

JLP:im 

P.S. - You will be glad to know that my burn has 
turned to a tan and I have not lost the first square 
inch of skin. 


JP 



LeRoy Colxixs 

GOVERNOR 


State of Florida 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Tallahassee 


June 11, 1959 


Mr. James C. Ellenburg 
2889 S.W. 35th Avenue 
Miami 33 j Florida 


Dear Jimmy: 


Thanks so much for your letter of June 3. 

I shall always treasure the photograph^hich 
you sent me for my scrapbook as a constant 
reminder of one of the most pleasant experiences 
I have ever had. 

Looking forward to seeing you again soon, and 
with warm personal regards and all good wishes, 

I am 







State of Florida 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Ta l lajfia s se e 


LeRoy Colxixs 
governor 


September 9# 1959 


Mr. James C. Ellenburg 
2889 S. W. 35th Avenue 
Miami 33, Florida 


Dear Jimmy: 


Just a note to tell you again how much we 
enjoyed being with you in Miami last week. 
You made us feel right at home, and we are 
grateful for the many courtesies which you 
extended to us. 

Hope to see you again soon. 

Thanks again for everything, and with all 
good wishes, I am 



LC/sJm 


Governor 


\Sr 

\%X 



State of Florida 


OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Tallahassee 
December 1, i 960 


LeRoy Coijlixs 

GOVERNOR 


Mr. James C. Ellenburg 
2889 S. W. 35th Avenue 
Miami 33 j Florida 


Dear Jimmy: 

Thanks so much for your letter of November 25 . 

Your confidence and friendship will always be 
treasured. 

I wish I could take a few days off before 
Christmas for a little relaxation and fishing 
with-you at the barge, but I am overwhelmed 
with work in tilese last weeks of our administration 
in closing out matters which should not be left 
unfinished for the next administration. 

With warm personal regards, I am 


Sin 



Governor 


LC/smi 



THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


May 28, 1962 




Dear Mr. Ellenberg: 


I am writing on behalf of Mrs. Kennedy 
to thank you for your most gracious.present to 
The President and herself of her portrait. 

They were indeed touched and have asked me 
to apologize for the long delay in thanking you 
and Congressman Fascell who presented the 
portrait to The President. 

Mrs. Kennedy is delighted to have 
this portrait to keep for her children, and she 
sends you every best wish, along with her 
sincere appreciation. 


Very truly yours, 



Letitia Baldrige 
Social Secretary 


Mr. James Ellenberg 
3700 Bird Road 
Miami, Florida 





ROBERT KING HIGH 

lOO BISCAYNE BOULEVARD 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33 132 


June 27, 1966 


Mr. James C. Ellenburg 
2889 S. W. 35th Avenue 
Miami, Florida 

Dear James: 

Our victory on May 24th was a major step in achieving pro¬ 
gress and prosperity for Florida. Your effort and support 
throughout the campaign played an important role in our 
success and with continued diligence, we can accomplish our 
final victory in November. 

You have my most sincere thanks for everything you have done 
for me, and together our continued efforts will insure success 
in the November general election. 

Warmest regards. 



Sincerely 


RKH/vlh 


UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 

CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 33124 


November 28, 1966 


OFFICE OF 


THE PRESIDENT 


Mr. Jimmy Ellenberg 
Jimmy's Hurricane Restaurant 
3700 Bird Road 
Miami, Florida 

Dear Jimmy: 

I am delighted with the little musical football 
which you left in my office for me. Certainly 
the melody which it plays is a delight to my 
ears, especially after last Saturday 1 s game with 
the University of Florida. 

I hope tro be seeing you sometime soon. Lately I 
just have not had time enough to do the things 
I want to do. 

Best regards. 



ac 


UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 

CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 33124 


November 28, 1966 


OFFICE OF 
THE PRESIDENT 


Mr. Jimmy Ellenberg 
Jimmy's Hurricane Restaurant 
3700 Bird Road 
Miami, Florida 

Dear Jimmy: 

I was so pleased to have the little football 
which you left in the office for me. 

I know I shall enjoy it for a long time. 



Ruth L. Wert 
Assistant to the 
President 


RLW:ac 




Qjifcir rrf 


Stephen P. Clark 


mayor 



Octpber 31, 1969 


Mr. James C. Ellenburg 
2889 S.W. 35 Avenue 
Miami, Flor id a 

Dear Jimmy: 

I want to thank you so much for your valuable 
efforts on behalf of my candidacy for re-elec¬ 
tion as Mayor of Miami. Every vote counts and 
I know I can rely on you to spread the message 
properly. 

Your confidence in me is greatly appreciated 
and I am sure, with your help, we will have 
another victory. 

Warm personal rej 



I have paid for this stationery personally. 
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Second fishing shack that belonged to the Ruskin 


and Orovitz families 

Call Number: 25974 


Series: MOSAIC collection 
Date: 194-. 

Original: 1 photonegative : b&w ; 4 x 5 in. 

Notes: 

Located on the flats of Biscayne Bay, 30 minutes from land. 

Photographed in Biscayne Bay, Miami, Florida. 1940's. 

Copy negative. Tallahassee, Fla. : Florida State Archives, 1987-. Polyester photonegative. 

MOSAIC Project 

Subject: 

Ruskin family (Miami Beach, Fla.) 

Orovitz family (Miami Beach, Fla.) 

Jews Florida. 

Fishing lodges. 

Miami (Fla.) 

Biscayne Bay (Fla.) 

Return to the MOSAIC collection or the Florida State Photo Archive Home Page. 
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Harden ‘A’ Frame House 


support materials 
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25 Years... And the Tradition Continues. 





PrePaired Performance 


THE BRACKET... 

The 221B and 2618 are the result of Make's 
development, resting and manufacturing 
of the Mako custom bracket. The bracket 
concept isn’t new and to be honest, Mako 
was not impressed with earlier units. 

But, now with their own powder coated, 
foam-filled aluminum bracket, the Company 
is committed to the bracket design. (As they 
5re to their line of traditional outboards.) 

What does the bracket offer 7 it opens up 
the entire back of the boat. More room to 
fight a fish. The cockpit is neat, clean, 
uncluttered and enclosed, just like a large 
sportfish. The noise level is greatly reduced. 
The ride is smooth. The overall performance, 
speed and fuel efficiency are increased. 
Displacement is added, length is greater. The 
bracket itself is as functional as it is good 
looking. For the family that enjoys diving, 
swimming or pulling up on a secluded 
beach, the bracket is a must. Getting in and 
out, in shallow or deep water is safe and 
easy. And finally, it does not interfere with 
fighting or landing a fish near the boat^hen 
was the last time you took a fish (rom behind 
the engines?! Backing down witti today’s 
engines is also not a problem. FoA Mako the 
bracket is another model. It’s different from 
the open transom or the straight inboard. 

The choice is yours.. and you can'nlose. 


DID YOU KNOW... 

• That Makos 300,000 sq. feet state of the 
art manufacturing facility includes a full 
metal fabricating shop; canvas and 
upholstery shop; woodworking/teak shop; 
harness, wiring and rigging departments 
and everything else needed to produce the 
line of quality Makos that has dominated 
the fishing industry for 25 years. 

• Mako s worldwide dealer network is 
extremely strong and represents the best 
of the industry. 

• Mako is under the same ownership and 
management as they were in the early 
years. The second generation is now part 
of management. 

• The full line includes 23 models from 17' 
to 29' in Center Console, Bowriders, Flats 
boat, Walk-arounds and full Offshore 
Sportfish. 

• Recessed trim tabs are standard on many 
models. 

• Highlight color options or rubrail and 
windshields are available in blue, green, 
black and burgundy. 

• Also available is the new high density 
polyurethane teak replacement kit. 


• Mako has held more Owners' Funaments 
than all of the other boat companies 
combined. This year we will hold over 25 in 
12 states. Starting in Palm Beach with the 
Mako Masters and ending in December 

at Disney World. In 1993 we will return to 
Walker s Cay in the Bahamas. 

• Mako has more Owners' Clubs. Presently 
14 are in full operation in 8 states. 

• Mako publishes an Owners' Newsletter. This 
year's 44 page, ‘The Fin'' was just released. 

• Mako s total commitment to conservation 
has always been strong. Not just in words, 
but in action. 

• Mako resale value is the highest in the 
industry. 

• This year Mako celebrates their 25th 
Anniversary. .1967-1992. We invite you to 
join us at a Mako Funament this year, and 
see the new line of Mako s at your local 
dealer. 

Fish are a limited resource. Protect 
this precious resource for future 
generations by releasing your catch , 
and supporting local and national 
conservation groups. 



























Hicks House 


support materials 
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Baldwin, Sessions, and Shaw House 


support materials 
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A Magazine Exclusively for Owners of Large Powerboats 
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Bay Chateau 


support materials 
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History Lessons 


Museum Friend Makes StiltsvilleTour Extra Special 



their Biscayne Bay haven. 


Participants in the Historical Museum's boat tour of Biscayne 
Bay and Stiltsville led by Dr. Paul George got a rare treat on 
their excursion in April. When Michael Fay greeted the Island 
Queen boatload of touring history buffs and invited them up 
to Iris Stiltsville home, the surprised participants didn't miss 
the opportunity to check out the rare abode 

Fay, who called the museum offering the up-close look 
when he saw the tour announced in the newspaper said, "I 
wanted everyone to see the sunset there. I wanted people to 
experience Stiltsville " 

Fay, 30, was bom and raised in Miami. "I love it to 
death," he says. He and three of his friends co-own a house in 
South Florida's most controversial neighborhood. Stiltsville is 
the affectionate name for a series of houses off Biscayne Bay, 
built right over the water on pilings. Stiltsville has been 
around since before the 1960s, but Hurricane Andrew wiped 
out many of the houses, leaving only a half-dozen or so Fay's 
house, although damaged, survived. 

"We and a couple of friends put our own sweat and 
labor into it. It was a good project. It's not perfect," Fay ad¬ 
mits with a laugh, "but it's Stiltsville. It survived, wltich is 
another reason we wanted people to see it." 

As museum members enjoyed the calm of the water and 
sunshine. Fay told them about Stiltsville. "We own the struc¬ 


ture but we lease the land," he explains. "The lease expires 
July of 1999—unless the property is deemed a historic site, or 
the State of Florida changes its policy." 

Stiltsville has received criticism for being environmen¬ 
tally hazardous. Fay feels differently 

"Most of our columns sustain sea life. There's coral built 
up around the pilings. The coral grows and fish come— 
snapper, manatee and porpoise. The fish like to use the 
Stiltsville houses underneath as a safe haven. I>. George 
wrote a phenomenal article about Stiltsville." 

Despite it's reputation, Stiltsville isn't the wild place 
people imagine it to be. "People just don t know what s 
going on out here," Fay says. "It's much more peaceful and 
tranquil than you could know. I come out here every week¬ 
end, every chance I get." 

He'd like museum members to come out, too. "I'd like 
to do it twice a year, make it available to Dr. George and the 
museum. We enjoy it so much, and it s fun to share it with 
people," says Fay. "It's a special place." 

The Historical Museum extends its sincere thanks to Michael 

Fay for hisgenerous hospitality.More Stiltsville excursions 

are planned for 1993-94. Watch for the complete Dr. Paul 

George Walking & Boat Tour schedule in the next Currents. 
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rHE HISTORICAL 


ASSOCIATION OF 


% 


SOUTHERN FLORIDA 



N ASSOCIATION of people SllARtM; 

N INTEREST IN T1IE HISTORY OF 

)UHI FLORIDA AND T1IE CARIBBEAN 


President 
George R. Harper 

First Vice President 
Ronni W. Bennont 

Second Vice President 
John C Harris on, Jr. 

Secretary 

Fernando Garda-Chacon 

Treasurer 
Robert B. Battle 

Past President 
Raul L. Rodriguez 

Trustees 
Wayman Adkins 
Harris R. Anthony 
Teo A. Babun, Jr. 

Anthony Barthelemy, Ph.D. 
Francisco Blanco 
Stuart Block 
Miguel A. Bretos, Ph.D. 
Ignacio Carrera-Justiz 
Marianne Devine 
Steven Goldberg 
Matthew B. Gorson 
Prisdlla M. Greenfield 
George Gross 
David Harper 
Thornton Hoelle 
Susan Johnson 
Mary Lesko 
Michael Lewis 
Mary Stuart Mank 
Joseph S. Mensch, M.D. 
Lynn A. Monast 
Charles P. Munroe 
Anna Price, Ph.D. 

Janice C Pryor 
Michael B. Smith 
Alida M. Tremols 
Judy Wiggins 

Executive Director 
Randy F. Nimnicht 

Museum Director 
J. Andrew Brian 


April 2 9. 1993 


Michael Fay 

7940 S.W . 53 Court 

Miami. Florida 33143 


Dear Michael: 


Again, many thanks for 
our boating expedition 
aftermath, many people 
they were by the experi 
colleagues went beyond 
whisking us from the Is 


your graciousness in 
to Stiltsville. In 
exulted over how thr 
ence. You and your 
the call of d 
land Lady to t 


host 
its 
i 11 ed 


We will be happy to take 
offer to visit you again 


you up on your 
in Stiltsville 


generous 



PSG:hem 


The Historical Museum 
Metro-Dade Cultural Center 
101 West Flagler Street 
Miami, Florida 33130 - 1538 
(305) 375-1492 
FAX (305) 375-1609 


Accredited by the 
American Association 
of Museums. 
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1305) 536 5974 
300 N.E. FIRST AVE. 
MIAMI. FLORIDA 33132 


February 18, 1992 


Mr. Kevin Mase 
9215 S.W. 130 Street 
Miami, FL 33176 

Dear Kevin, 

On behalf of all of the judges, their spouses and our staff, 
thanks again for your wonderful hospitality at our social outing at 
"Stiltsville." You, Chris and Mike were mighty nice to allow us to 
use your place and to physically assist as you did. We are deeply 
grateful! 

The judges are still'talking about how wonderful it was, what 
a unique place you have and how perfect the sunset was Monday 
evening. All involved had an opportunity to see south Florida in 
a different light and will remember it as a very unique experience. 

Warm personal regards. 


Sincerely, 

!v. 

Peter T. Fay 


PTF:rg 






^clnitei* JStzrtze (Emixi of Appeals 
Jzltbtnti] Suinctal Circuit 


Qdernlb ^Sarii Ijnflat 
®]itf 3Juitgt 

3ack»cmfrillr, Jlflortba 32201 


February 20, 1992 


Mr. Michael Fay 
7940 S.W. 53 Court 
Miami, Florida 33143 



Mr. Kevin Mase ^ 

9215 S.W. 130 Street 
Miami, Florida 33176 

Mr. Chris Knight 

734 Benevento Avenue 

Coral Gables, Florida 33146 

Gentlemen: 

I write in behalf of the entire court and its 
staff to say that you could not have given us a better 
retreat than the or;e you gave us last week. What 
hospitality! Second to none. For us to have a chance 
to relax and enjoy the atmosphere of that beautiful 
bay, in such gracious company, was a tonic we all badly 
needed. 


Thanks. 



GBT/db 


20‘d 
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January 29, 1998 


Mr. Michael T. Fay 
President 

Wood-Fay Realty Group, Inc. 
4665 Ponce Dc Leon Boulevard 
Coral Gables, FL 33146 


Dear Michael, 


1 heOrange Bowl Committee would like to thank you for your continued involvement with the 

h°, m X ??T?r 1 Coaches °V t,n « at Stiltsville. Once again, the Sliltsvilic outing was one of 
the most-talked-aboui events during bowl week. 


As m years past the coaches and athletic department staff truly enjoyed (his unique, '‘only m 
lami, event. The Orange BowLCommittee appreciates your hospitality and willingness to 
ofle. unique events that set the bow! game apart from all others We look forward to working 
wtth you in the future and returning to Stiltsville. b 


Sincerely 



Jeff Merk 


Operations Manager 


tjronyo Bow! 601 Rnckoil Key Diivo -> S.iitr ?OA 




C. OOM! 








Letters of Support 


